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NEWS AND NOTES
OF THE
CLARKE COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
A N N UA L M E E T I N G R E S C H E D U L E D
At our November 8, 2012 board meeting, the directors voted unanimously to change the date of your
Association’s annual meeting from December to mid-May. Rather than worry about snow, sleet, and icy roads,
we’re looking forward to holding this year’s annual meeting when we can all look forward to enjoying all that
spring has to offer in beautiful Clarke County. Other than the weather, there several excellent reasons for the
change as well. CCHA President Hoard Means outlined them in a November letter to members as follows:



Historic venues. Our county is blessed with a
wealth of historic treasures. We want to rotate our
annual meetings among them and include a brief
tour as part of the program. Weather permitting,
we’ll also be gathering outside afterwards for an
informal picnic. Spectacular views are almost
guaranteed.

Snow and ice (as seen during the Blizzard of
1983, above) or spring in the beautiful Shenandoah Valley?



New members. We’ll also be asking you to bring
potential new members to the meetings as your
guests. This should be a wonderful opportunity to
introduce them to our Association and all its good
works.



Finally, this year we have a special reason for
changing the date. Beginning in January, the
board will be diving into a strategic planning
process under the leadership of our new director,
Laura Christiansen. We’ll be able to report on that
at our first May annual meeting.

A date and venue are still to be determined, but you can tentatively mark your calendars for Sunday, May 19.
The three directors due to leave the board at the end of this calendar year have agreed to extend their terms
until June 1. Many thanks to them.
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L E T T E R F RO M T H E P R E S I D E N T
The Next Big Things?
Sometime this coming January, your Board of

Soon, you’ll have in hand a new copy of the nearly

Directors is going to sit down and start envisioning

moribund Proceedings. Our intent is to once again

what the Clarke County Historical Association of the

make this a regular — we hope annual — offering.

future should look like. We don’t expect this strategic

Please let us know if you are interested in contribut-

planning process to alter the basic DNA of the asso-

ing an article. By the end of next year, we also hope

ciation, and we are not undertaking this with any

to have the remarkable Civil War diaries of Dr.

sense of urgency. CCHA is in excellent health, but

Randolph between covers and ready for sale. We in-

organizations that don’t plan for the future tend to

tend to do more with on-line publishing as well.

get overwhelmed by it, and we don’t want that to be

Outreach. The limitations imposed by rigid

our fate.

“standards of learning” make the public schools a

So, what are our strengths? What do we need
to be working on? Where should we be shoring up
the association? How can we improve CCHA so that
we best fulfill our own mission? I have my own list,
and I offer it below in the hope that it will draw all of
you into the planning process.

tough nut to crack, but we’re working on it for one

The Mill. Thanks to your gifts and under Don
Wallace’s excellent direction, the Mill looks great and
is more active today in more directions than it probably ever has been, at least under CCHA’s watch. But
even here, we can’t be complacent. We need to start
enticing the next generation of volunteer millers, and
we have to keep in mind that our water wheel is
about half way through its expected 30-year life cycle. That’s a big expense waiting down the road.

in Millwood.

The Museum. We are simply not getting
enough visitors. “Our Land Is Our Legacy” is an absolutely first-rate presentation, but we don’t give people enough reason to walk in off the street. To my
mind, the front room of the museum is beautifully
done but mostly wasted space. We need to open it up
so we can stage temporary exhibitions there, and we
should put banners out in front of the museum so
passer-bys will know what’s happening inside. We
have great collections, terrific material that never
sees the light of day. It’s time to change that.
Publications. Another area we need to
strengthen, but I think we’re getting on top of this.

very good reason: because we have so much to offer
by way of resources. We also need to continue reaching out to and connecting with other history-oriented
groups in the county. CCHA can’t be seen as a group
primarily limited to Berryville and our signature mill
Membership and Annual Giving. Our members — you — are wonderfully generous, but we need
more of you! That’s part of the impetus for changing
the date of our annual meeting to the spring and
holding the meetings at historic venues around the
county. We want the events to be more enjoyable and
informative for all of us, but we also will be asking
each of you to invite potential new members to join
us. We also have to do a better job of letting our supporters know when their memberships have lapsed,
and we need to streamline our annual-appeal process.
That’s my list. Please let us know what’s on
your list for CCHA’s future by emailing our director,
Laura Christiansen, at Director@clarkehistory.org or
by writing her at PO Box 306 Berryville, VA 22611.
Thanks,
- Howard Means, President
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A R T A T T H E M I L L , H E R I T A G E D A Y D R AW C R O W D S
What a wonderful, busy fall we’ve had! Art at the Mill filled the Mill this
October with wonderful works of art and drew crowds of visitors. As a firsttimer at this show, I was impressed by - and extremely grateful for - the amazing volunteers and artists who make this show possible. Visitors, both new to
the show and faithful customers, couldn’t say enough about how beautiful the
Mill looked, inside and out. Despite early cool weather and cautious buyers, the
show did well, bringing higher sales than the Fall 2011 show. It also brought in
a large number of artists who are excited to join in—with over 300 new requests
(and counting...) for entries for the Spring 2013 show.
Coming on the heels of the art show, the second annual Heritage Day at the Mill was a great success - bringing around 600 visitors to the Mill in a single day! Cold and grey November skies didn’t
keep people from turning out for freshly pressed cider, delicious
treats from grill master Jon Joyce, and the chance to mingle and talk
with Revolutionary War soldiers and wonderful volunteers demonstrating 18th-century crafts and trades. Even more impressive, many
visitors stayed for hours—sticking around to listen to the beautiful
hand bell music of the Apple Valley Ringers, to taste delicious colonial—era treats cooked by Kimber Herron and Laure Wallace
(including the surprisingly popular chicken foot soup), and of course
to stock up on grits and flour. The barn loom, which Carl Maples
writes about in this issue, was also a popular feature.
Many, many thanks to all who helped make both events memorable,
fun and successful! Both the art show and Heritage Day raised awareness
about CCHA, the Mill, and our mission. More important, both events provided opportunities to bring people and history together in Clarke County.
Along with around 1, 470 regular visitors, 216 students from Clarke County
High School visited the Art show this fall with their art classes. Many came
back for a second visit - bringing friends and family to see the show and the
Mill. Heritage Day offered many opportunities to learn - notably, Larry
Johnson, also known as “Liberty Man” portrayed his ancestor Private Able
Johnston, giving an informative presentation about what life was like for
Revolutionary War soldiers. Educational outreach didn’t end with our fall
events, however; Mill Manager Don Wallace welcomed a group of young engineers on November 8, touring students from CCHS through the mechanics of
the Mill.
- Laura Christiansen

Above: images from Heritage Day
2012. Top: Larry Johnson, also
known as “Liberty Man”. Middle:
Everyone enjoys treats from the
grill. Bottom: Carl Maples draws a
crowd with his lathe and furniture
making display.
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LOOKING FOR A FEW GOOD…
DIRECTORS
Think you know someone who would
make an excellent addition to the
CCHA Board of Directors? We’re
looking to fill three soon-to-be-open
positions with interested, dedicated
individuals.
A nominating committee has been
formed and nominations may be submitted beginning in December.

Don Wallace, Mill Manager
email: bmmill@clarkehistory.org
phone: 540-837-1799

Look for more information in an upcoming issue!
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FROM OUR COLLECTIONS…
Mailbox or breadbox?

So what is it?

FROM THE
DIRECTOR’S DESK

This large
wooden box with a
slotted, sliding door
It’s about time!
could have had a number of uses: mailbox breadbox - potato
It’s probably not unexpected that I
storage, but it was
think about time a great deal in my work here
more commonly seen
at CCHA. What is surprising is that it’s mostly
around election day.
about the future. Every day seems to bring new

Clarke County Historical Association’s ballot box [Russell

reasons to look forward - a week, a month,

Precinct, circa 1900] has an honored place in our collection,

years and even decades. As the year rolls to a

reflecting the county's long history of community involve-

close, planning becomes particularly impor-

ment.

tant. Events, projects, budgets need to be
carefully considered. There are many goals

Did you know?
The Burwell-Morgan Mill was a regular polling place for
many years. Pictured below on Election Day, 1989, voters
(including a few familiar faces) can be seen lining up ready to
cast their ballot. That’s quite a roomy voting booth! Our catalog also notes that Poll workers had to bundle up in hats and

and projects I would love to tackle in 2013, but
the most important factor that needs to be
considered is how realistic those goals are—
will the resources be there to get the job done?
Along this line of thinking here is a
timely reminder— now is the time to renew

gloves to stay warm.

your membership. Without your membership,
—Stacey Graham, CCHA Volunteer

those needed resources won’t be there, and
those goals will be that much more difficult to
achieve.
As in the past, we’ve included a membership envelope with this newsletter - I hope
you’ll send it back with your renewal at your
earliest convenience. Knowing that we have
your support for the next year makes planning
easier. Howard Means writes elsewhere in this
issue about much needed improvement in this
process. A great first step is increasing communication—speak up! If you’ve got a great
idea for CCHA, stop by, call, or write and let
me know what you’re thinking. I plan to do
the same.
- Laura Christiansen, CCHA Director
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MILL WORKS
Recently CCHA acquired an antique textile loom
through a donation by the Waterford Weavers Guild.
The Waterford Weavers came in possession of the loom
some years ago. It had been in a Loudoun County family
for several generations. Unfortunately, the Guild was
not able to use the loom on a regular basis, and after a
decade in storage they decided to find a a new home for
it, where it could be viewed by the public as a working
loom. Kelli Arrington of the Blue Ridge Spinners and
Weavers Guild was instrumental in helping place the
loom with us and providing technical assistance with its
restoration. The restored loom has been placed in the
Mill where it is available for weaving demonstrations.
The loom is an example of a Pennsylvania German cantilever loom. It is a type that was used in the
colonies beginning in the seventeenth century. This particular loom dates from the late eighteenth century.
These looms were called ‘barn looms’ because they were
build with post and beam construction by the same carpenters who built timber frame barns. Cantilever looms
came in two basic sizes, a large loom that professional
weavers used and a scaled down version that was used as
a ‘house loom’. The loom at the Mill is a house loom.

For a brief period during the Civil War, home weaving was reintroduced in the southern states. Later,
in the 1890’s, a revival of hand-woven textiles took
place during the Arts and Crafts movement. The
loom at the Mill underwent a restoration during the
mid to late nineteenth century, probably during one
of these revival periods.

In addition to the role the barn frame loom
played in early American history, it has a rich hisHand looms were an essential part of life in our
tory as an example of a pre-industrial revolution
early history. They provided many different types of tex- machine. It is essentially the same loom used durtiles that could not be readily obtained from England.
ing the Middle Ages. Its origins, however, are not
After Parliament passed a law in 1699 prohibiting the
European. It represents a technology transfer that
colonies from exporting textiles (in competition with
took place around the year 1000 when methods of
England), wearing ‘homespun’ became a patriotic act. In weaving in China, India and Syria made their way
the decade before the revolution, college students were
into Europe. It is the culmination of not only thoustaging protests by wearing homespun cloths to graduasands of years of technological evolution but also the
tion ceremonies. Most of the solders of the Revolutionary end product of many cultures. As with other maArmies were clothed in homespun. During the trade em- chines of the pre-industrial world (like the Mill), it is
bargo in the decade before the War of 1812, wearing
an elegant example of using the laws of physics in
homespun was viewed as a show of patriotism. The
industrial design to accomplish the most work with
loom on display at the mill was producing homespun
the least energy expended.
during most if not all of that pivotal period of our naI hope CCHA members will stop by the Mill
tion’s history.
and watch the loom in operation. It will also be
By 1830, the price of cloth had dropped by about 85 %
available to teach weaving for those interested in
due to the high production of new textile mills and home learning the art.
weaving was no longer economically feasible in most ar- Carl Maples
eas of the country.

