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NEWS AND NOTES
OF THE
CLARKE COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
S AV E T H E D A T E : A N N U A L M E E T I N G M A Y 1 9 , 2 0 1 3
Mark your calendars! A date and location for the annual meeting have been set. In the last issue of the newsletter we announced that the meeting would be moved to the spring to
take advantage of better weather and the possibility of exciting
venues. Now we can confirm that the meeting will take place
on Sunday May 19, 2013, at the Virginia State Arboretum.
The business meeting will begin at 4 p.m. in the Peetwood Pavilion and will be followed by refreshments. Preceding the
meeting, Maral Kalbian will lead a tour of the grounds and out
building surrounding the Tuleyries from 2:30 p.m. to 3:30
p.m. - a unique opportunity to learn more about a Clarke
County treasure. An excellent article about the Tuleyries can
be found in Volume 28 of Proceedings. Tour numbers will be
limited, and participants will be asked to register before the
meeting. In May, the Arboretum will be bursting with color.
We invite you not just to join us for the meeting, but also to
The Tuleyries. A tour of the grounds and outbuildings will
bring friends to learn more about CCHA and to enjoy this
be included in the annual meeting.
beautiful, historic venue.

C C H A A RC H I V E S R E C E I V E S D O N AT I O N F RO M F FA

Above: members of the Berryville Chapter of the
Future Farmers of America, 1937-1938. Left, the FFA
logo.

On February 21, the CCHA archives received an exciting addition. The Clarke County High School
chapter of the Future Farmers of America donated
photographs, scrapbooks, documents and other materials spanning more than eighty-six years of FFA
history in Clarke County. At a public ceremony held
at Clermont Farm, current members of FFA donated
the records as part of their 2013 FFA Week celebrations. Accepted for CCHA by Director Laura
Christiansen, the collection is a wealth of information about agricultural education in Clarke County.
The earliest materials included go back to 1927—predating the establishment of a National FFA and helping document the origin of this important organization in the Shenandoah Valley. The collection will be
preserved in the CCHA archives and will soon be
available through our online catalog.
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L E T T E R F RO M T H E P R E S I D E N T
Dear CCHA Member —
Elsewhere in this newsletter, you can read about the exciting plans for our Annual Meeting on May 19. After years
of gathering in uncertain weather, in the dead of winter, we’ll be meeting in beautiful springtime this year, at one of
Clarke County’s most tranquil retreats, the Virginia State Arboretum.
That’s reason enough to celebrate, but there’s more. Thanks to the generosity of Midge Wilson and the expertise
of our own Maral Kalbian, we’ll be offering walking tours of the grounds of the Tuleyries before the meeting gets
underway at 4 p.m. Sign-up information will be sent out closer to the date, but this will be an excellent chance to
get up close and personal with a landmark Clarke County estate —the subject of an excellent article in the newest
edition of Proceedings.
A large part of the impetus for changing the date of our annual meeting was to use the gathering not only to inform present members of the state of the Association but also to recruit new members to our ranks. To that end,
let me encourage all of you to invite a non-member friend, or friends, to join you on the walking tour and stay for
the formal part of the meeting and the casual reception afterwards.
The reports by the various officers and by Mill Manager Don Wallace should give potential members a good feel
for all that CCHA is up to these days. (We promise to keep the program brief and crisp.) We think this is an exciting time for your organization, and we want to spread the word and broaden our ranks. The more each of you can
help us with that, the stronger CCHA will be, and the more we can accomplish together.
So, bring your non-member friends with you, and let us show them why joining the Clarke County Historical Association is an investment in both our collective past and mutual future.
Many thanks.
— Howard Means, President

CCHA WEBSITE GETS A NEW LOOK
If you’ve visited the Clarke County Historical Association’s
website at www.clarkehistory.org, you may have noticed some
changes in the past few weeks. The new look was created by
web designer Brent Peacher of Peach Technology, who was
selected from a number of firms submitting proposals. Working with Board Members Will Robinson and Doug Bartley, as
well as with CCHA Staff, Peacher combined great content
from the previous site with increased flexibility. Staff can now
update information in-house and as needed. The redesigned
pages debuted in February, but work is ongoing. Construction of a new web presence for the Burwell-Morgan Mill is
underway as well, and new features will be added to the
CCHA site in the coming weeks. When you have a moment,
check it out!
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BOARD NOMINATIONS NEEDED!

WORKSHOPS! COMING SOON...

In February, CCHA launched a new series of
workshops aimed at making it easier for everyWANTED: Dedicated individuals to fill leadership one to access and learn more about Clarke
positions. Must be passionate about the mission of County History. The first workshop, held February 23, featured CCHA Board member and
CCHA, Clarke County, and our shared history.
Hard workers who don’t mind diving in to interest- Architectural Historian Maral Kalbian. Maral
provided an in-depth introduction to researching projects head-first preferred.
ing houses and other historic properties to a
sell-out crowd of
Three positions on the CCHA Board of Directors must be filled more than 40 participants. The secat the annual meeting in May. A nominating committee has
been formed to collect and review nominations and gather and ond program in the
share information about nominees before the meeting. Don
series will take place
Wallace, Maral Kalbian, and Dev Morrison, Chairman. were
on Saturday, March
elected to the committee and are looking for nominations and 23 and will offer an
suggestions of excellent candidates to fill the open slots. Nomi- introduction to usnations should be submitted to the committee no later than
ing CCHA’s Archives
March 22, 2013, for consideration. Please forward nominacollections. All
tions in person, by email (director@clarkehistory.org), or mail workshop programs
(Box 306 Berryville, VA) . For more information, or with ques- are free for CCHA
tions, please call (540)-955-2600.
Members, $5 for all others.

FROM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK
The short, often snowy, first few days of 2013 have been filled with so much growth, change, and activity that it
seems like spring sprouted three months early! So many exciting things have already taken place that it is hard to
believe that (as I write this) it is only February. In January we concluded a successful annual giving campaign.
Many, many, thanks to all who donated and renewed their memberships during the campaign. We were able to
raise more than $13,000 in unrestricted donations, funds that are already at work on projects to revamp the museum, catalog and display materials collected by Brother James at Holy Cross Abbey, and complete work on a number of publications already in process. Certainly it’s not too late to give or renew and be a part of these exciting projects.
Speaking of publications, the long-awaited Volume 28 of Proceedings should have arrived in your mailbox in January. There were a few hiccups with the volume—the small print being as much a surprise to us as it was to readers but the high quality of the three articles was still evident, despite the challenge of reading them. Luckily, the first
print-run of V28 was very small, and only a few copies are left. A future re-print with larger type is not out of the
question, so treasure your copy! Someday it may just be collectible.
The new year also brought a familiar face back into the archives—after a short leave of absence, Mary Morris returned to work. Mary will be focusing her efforts on readying for publication a number of projects she has been hard
at work on for years. You can read a bit about her trials with transcription elsewhere in this issue. We’re all glad to
have her back and look forward to seeing and learning from the fruits of her labors before too long.
Finally, we continued to look forward and build an innovative plan for the future of CCHA. On January 26, twelve
members of the Board of Directors joined me for the first in a series of strategic planning meetings. In an actionpacked marathon five-hour session, we took the first steps to develop a three to five year plan for CCHA. By the end
of the day, we had drafted a vision statement that reaffirmed CCHA’s dedication to preserving and protecting the
history of Clarke County, to education and community outreach, and to becoming the source for information about
the history of Clarke County. At a forthcoming session in March, we’ll further develop this vision into goals and concrete strategies. The completed strategic plan will be presented at the annual meeting in May. I look forward to
sharing it with you!
— Laura Christiansen
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&

C O N T A C T S

CCHA OFFICERS

BOARD MEMBERS EMERITI

Howard Means, President

Donald Cady

Herman Lloyd

Doug Bartley, Vice-President

Suzanne McKown

Mary Shockey

Lucia Henderson, Treasurer

STAFF

Maral Kalbian, Secretary

Laura Christiansen, Director

Carl Maples

John Lincoln

Joe Guenther

J.C. Moore

Jon Joyce

Dev Morrison

Geraldine Kiefer

E. Ralph Pierce

James Klenkar

Will Robinson

Don Wallace

email: director@clarkehistory.org
phone: 540-955-2600

·March 23·
Introduction to the CCHA
Archives Workshop
·April 26 ·
Patron’s Night

Mary Thomason-Morris, Archivist
email: archives@clarkehistory.org

·April 27—May 12 ·

phone: 540-955-2600

Art at the Mill, Spring 2013

Don Wallace, Mill Manager

·May 19 ·

email: bmmill@clarkehistory.org
phone: 540-837-1799

CCHA Annual Meeting

Clarke County Historical Association
P.O. Box 306
Berryville, Virginia 22611

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

SAVE THE DATE!
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OUR

COLLECTIONS…
Hair curler or art
deco bird beak?
This early 20th century Bakelite
artifact stretched our imagination
when we perused the collection.
Its shape suggested hair tongs yet
there was no heating unit and
toasting the celluloid object in the
fire seemed like a terrible idea.
Artwork? While it does resemble a
stylized woodpecker or road runner head, its hinge showed us it
was too utilitarian to be left on a
shelf to be admired.

So what is it?
A glove stretcher. Expensive materials such as kid
leather were made to fit the wearer snugly. A maid or
manservant would insert the tool into the fingers to
stretch the material before giving it the wearer thus
reducing wear on the rest of the glove by not forcefully pulling on its base.
-- Stacey Graham, CCHA Volunteer

V OLUNTEER EXTRAORDINARE
For almost 12 years, Fridays at the Archives have
been enriched when volunteer, Al Guay, came in the
door. For the same period of time, whatever needed
doing, Al cheerfully lent a hand: stamping Patron’s
night invites and endless art show postcards, stuffing envelopes, packing boxes of books for the move
from the courthouse in 2001, putting together the
art show artist bio books, or working on various archives projects. Since 2007, Al Guay has amassed
over 450 volunteer hours with CCHA!
When Al first became a volunteer, this native Montanan and retired USAF Lt. Colonel was still flying
planes. He and his wife, Barbara, were still living in
Clarke County, and active in the community. Past art shows would have suffered without their smiling faces on Patron’s Night and at the Artist’s Reception.
Al’s work is visible in a number of CCHA Projects—including transcripts of
Clarke County Birth Records, 1853-1896, and of Mrs. Ralph Dorsey’s voluminous local house notes. Al’s most long-running CCHA archives project (still in
only its mid-phase) has been the updating of the burial records for Green Hill
Cemetery. Since Oct 2008, Al has read 3357 individual burial records and listed
all additional information or corrections to each record.
Sadly, Al, now 92, has put in his 2nd set of ‘retirement papers’ (the first time
didn’t take!). The volunteer desk in my office will be lonely, and my Fridays
will not be so bright, but Al has promised to keep me up with his doings. Thank
you my friend! Thank you for all you have done here, but more so for your
friendship. I will miss you.
—Mary Thomason-Morris, Archivist

TRANSCRIPTION
& IDENTIFICATION
Wonder what Mary’s been up to lately?
Oznaburg, gutta percha, Eddy’s Mill,
Montgomery’s Factory---my eyes are
crossed!!!
Transcribing an old diary is hard
enough if you have the original to see;
transcribing one from an indifferent
microfilm copy is another. Crossed
eyes, magnifying glasses, hours of “Did
she say that?” or, “Darn this old
scratched-up microfilm!” is all par for
the course.
Luckily Sigismunda Stribling Kimball,
niece of Josiah Ware of Springfield, has
a very clear handwriting. She names
names (such as Lt. Opp of the 84th PA
Vols. who guarded Morgan Spring a
few days after the Battle of Kernstown),
lists everything she bought with the
price (lime from Shady Moore, ...paid
$5.60), and includes what is happening
on her farm (from harvesting, to
threshing, to selling the wheat & corn
to what mill will give her the best
price). Her husband is away with the
6th Va. Cavalry; living with her at Morgan Spring are her sister, her mother
and her 2 small sons.
Working on Mrs. Kimball’s Civil War
Era diary kept me from going stir-crazy
while I healed from surgery. Days that
I winkle out a map that shows where
Mrs. Kimball went when she shopped
at Wood’s Mill and Montgomery’s Factory are GOOD days and a printout
goes up on my research bulletin board.
Transcription of the diary itself is just
scraping the surface of the project.
People need to be identified; places,
events and archaic terms need to be
researched; graphics found for inclusion; sources from the Yankee side
need to be found.
The Kimball diary, as well as the Civil
War era diary of Dr. Randolph of “New
Market,” and other related items are
slated to be published by CCHA as part
of a Civil War Sesquicentennial project.
I look forward to sharing these with
you.
— Mary Thomason-Morris, Archivist
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LOCKE’S MILL WATERWHEEL TURNS ONCE AGAIN
We’re proud to announce the waterwheel and gears
turn, once again, by WATER POWER for the first time
in over 80 years.
We appreciate all the local Clarke County support and
interest in our retirement project of reviving Locke’s
Mill. We also appreciate the very talented team who
were key to our success so far: Ben Hassett, a talented
millwright from Lynchburg, VA, and Ken Kephart, a
master metal machinist from Glen Mills, PA. Both
were also involved in the last major upgrade to the
Burwell-Morgan Mill. And we can’t forget Michael
Grabowski, who dedicated his BildTek crews to site
clearing and preparation for the flume installation.
Locke’s Mill ceased operation during the
past ownership of Thomas H. and Rosa
Locke. The 30 feet in diameter wooden
waterwheel was severely damaged and
lost by floods during the 1930s and
1940s. We were very fortunate to obtain
a 4.5 ton, 23 feet diameter by 3 feet wide
1917 Fitz iron and steel waterwheel in
1994. Saved from a burned mill, the waterwheel existed on cement pillars in the
front yard of a farmhouse in Long Island,
VA. Jon and Ken cut the waterwheel buckets into three
large pieces and transported them to Locke’s Mill in the
spring of 1995. After fabricating a new axle, the waterwheel was installed in July 1996 during a hot summer
week.

Left, top: Locke’s
Mill as it appeared
in 1931.
Left, bottom:
Locke’s Mill gears,
under millstones,
April 2011. Photo
by Carol Joyce.
Below: Locke’s
Mill: January 2013

The white-oak hurst frame, gears, and flume were
fabricated in Ben’s Lynchburg workshop in 2009
and 2010, and installed at Locke’s Mill from 2010
to 2012. Most all joints are mortise and tenon construction, as it would have been in past centuries.
Significant site preparation was necessary for the
massive weight of the flume and water contained
within it.
Still, more work needs to be done for Locke’s Mill
to be fully operational again. We hope to grind organic or gluten-free grains and use the gristmill as
a teaching tool, sharing the technology and history
of old mills.
Someday, Locke’s Mill will again be a viable part of
Clarke County, VA. Locke’s Mill is privately owned.
For additional information, please contact Jon or
Carol Joyce at jonpjoyce@msn.com.
— Jon & Carol Joyce

Putting the wheel together, Jon Joyce and Ken Kephart, Long
Island, VA
Photo by Carol A. Joyce , April 21, 1995

Jon and Carol Joyce are CCHA life members and
Jon is also a CCHA Board Director

