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NEWS AND NOTES
OF THE

Clarke County Historical Association
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING DECEMBER 5
Please mark your calendar for our Annual Meeting
on Sunday, December 5, from 3 to 5pm at the Grace Episcopal Social Hall in Berryville. Those of you who have attended in the past know it’s a lively meeting accompanied by
nice refreshments and this year we’ll be featuring a program
on our beloved Burwell-Morgan Mill. Doug Bartley has also
produced an edited version of Volume 16 of the Proceedings which profiles the Mill’s history and role in the community. You can pick one up at the meeting.
We will also be electing five board members. The
current nominees are all incumbents who have chosen to
run for another term. See page 3 for more information on
the nominees and election process.
We hope to see you on the 5th—your presence and
participation keeps your Association strong.
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The Burwell-Morgan Mill will be the featured
presentation at the CCHA Annual Meeting.

AUTUMN SCENES
There is always a lot going on in Clarke County during the beautiful fall months and CCHA was proud
to be a part of two very enjoyable and successful events this past September and October.
The 2nd annual HarvFest was held at
Clermont Farm on September 19 under warm,
sunny skies. Over 700 people enjoyed good local
food, history exhibits and tours, live music, and
visits with various farm animals. Representatives
from the Clermont Farm Trust, Clarke County
African American Cultural Center, Clarke
County Parks and Rec, and CCHA—the four host
organizations—are already planning for next year’s
event, which we hope to move to the third weekend of June when the event schedule is not quite
so busy as in the fall! We’ll keep you posted.
The 20th anniversary of Art at the Mill
was very successful, with record admissions and
number of pieces sold (418!). Big thanks to all
The All-Natural Fibers (Gary McGraw & Gina Faber)
our artists, patrons, and volunteers who continue
perform on the hay wagon stage at HarvFest.
to create, purchase, and participate to make this
More AUTUMN SCENES on page 4.
such a wonderful event.
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Fellow CCHA Member:
What a year it has been for your Association! Led by our dedicated staff and with enormous help from a virtual army of volunteers, we have staged two strong Art at the Mill shows despite continuing economic uncertainty. The
CCHA museum recently celebrated its first anniversary and continues to draw rave reviews. (If you haven’t seen the
show, you’re in for a great treat.) The Millers School staged this past June introduced almost a dozen novitiates to the
ancient art of grinding. As was the case last year, CCHA was the driving force behind this September’s HarvFest, held
at Clermont. Thanks to Jennifer Lee for that and for her continuing efforts to link our many resources to the educational needs of Clarke County students. That kind of outreach is the next frontier for this organization.
As you’ll read elsewhere in this newsletter, the 2010 annual meeting of CCHA will take place Sunday,
December 5th. We’re going to do everything we can to move briskly through the business part of the meeting while
still answering all your questions. By way of a little experiment, we’re also going to take a very brief refreshment break
before the program begins. Rather than bar the exit doors during that time, we are going to count on the program that
follows to lure one and all back to their seats, snack and beverage in hand if desired.
The subject of the program will be the crown jewel of CCHA and one of the true gems of Clarke County as
well: the Burwell-Morgan Mill. We’ll look at its history (so intricately tied to this association’s own story), the challenges facing the Mill and the solutions we have identified, and close with a focus on the Mill’s future. We think it is
going to be a great program, and we hope you will be on hand to enjoy it. Until then, all best,

Howard Means, President

ON M Y PLATE
Greetings,
It has been an exquisite fall here in the country; I don’t remember
the trees ever being so colorful, for so long. These are the things we can’t
necessarily look up in past newspapers or history books — the personal
memories of how something looked or felt to us. It’s so important to
instill a sense of place, appreciation, and historical knowledge in a community — it promotes unity, personal investment, and the impetus to protect
and preserve what is valuable. Maral Kalbian and I had the opportunity to
meet with leaders in the Clarke County Public School system last month
and we are eager to start planning museum and mill tours, possible internships, and other programs to inspire students — and perhaps their parents
— to learn more about this special place and enhance their experience and
those of future generations.
On another outreach note, the CCHA Museum and BurwellMorgan Mill will be featured on the public television documentary series
“Road Trip to History,” this particular segment highlighting seven museums in the Shenandoah Valley. Airing is scheduled to begin next spring
and DVD copies will be available for purchase. We’ll keep you posted on
the details.
I may sound like a broken record with this one, but I cannot overstate the gratitude I have for our many volunteers. We simply could not do
what we do without them. They bring skills, creativity, enthusiasm, dedication, and good cheer to the many tasks associated with producing the art
show, operating the mill, and helping in the museum and archives. Too
many to thank here, but know you are all supremely appreciated. This
includes the CCHA Board of Directors, who guide the ship with purpose,
generosity, and acumen. Thank you, all.

Jennifer Lee, Executive Director

20 Years of Art at the Mill! And it just
keeps getting better and better, thanks in
large part to an extremely dedicated and
delightful group of volunteers.
Artist and volunteer Winslow McCagg
made the ‘20 Years’ painting to adorn
the Mill’s wall during the show.
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I N T RO D U C I N G N O M I N E E S F O R T H E
CCHA B OA R D O F D I R E C T O R S
The following five existing members of the Board of Directors are eligible for another term and
all have agreed to run for a three-year term beginning in January 2011.
The election will be held at the CCHA Annual Membership Meeting on Sunday, December 5, at the
Grace Episcopal Social Hall in Berryville.
Douglas Bartley was elected to the CCHA Board of Directors in 2005 and has served as vice-president since
2008. He serves as Chairman of the Museum and Archives Committee where he developed the museum’s
collection policy, helped to upgrade the Association’s web site, and continues to work making the CCHA archives available online. Born and raised in the Shenandoah Valley, Doug is retired Chief of the Division of
Pediatric Infectious Diseases in Phoenix, Arizona. He is also a member of the Board of Directors of the Foundation of the State Arboretum, the Board of Directors of Belle Grove Plantation, and is a life member of
CCHA.
John K. Bieschke, a Senior Systems Analyst with AT&T, was elected to the CCHA Board in 2008. He is
also the Chair of the Clarke County Historic Preservation Commission and Vice-Chair of the Clarke County
Easement Authority. He serves as secretary of the White Post Village Association where he and his wife
live. John holds a bachelors degree in business management and a master's certificate in project management. He is a life member of CCHA.
John Lincoln, a meteorologist and oceanographer, has served on the CCHA Board since 1997 and is a volunteer miller at the Burwell-Morgan Mill who has been active in its restoration and operation over the last 12
years. He also serves on the Berryville Planning Commission and the vestry of his church and is pastPresident of the Clarke County Lions Club. He retired from the U.S. Navy (32+ years) and the World Meteorological Organization and is a life member of CCHA.
Carl Maples has been an active miller and docent in the week-to-week grinding sessions at the BurwellMorgan Mill for the last six seasons, as well as serving on the Miller's Committee. He resides in Oakton, Virginia, and has been a captain with American Airlines for over 30 years. Carl believes that CCHA is a vital
promoter of the historical heritage of Clarke County and that should be its primary goal. This includes its archival and historic preservation activities and specifically the preservation and continuation of the Burwell
Morgan mill, its campus as an historic site and its long time milling activities. Carl was elected to the Board in
2010 to fill the remainder of the late Roger Chavez's term.
Howard Means was elected to the CCHA Board in 2008 and currently serves as its President. He is the author of nine books, including a biography of Colin Powell, the novel CSA, and a forthcoming biography of
John Chapman (a.k.a. Johnny Appleseed). Howard earned his BA and Master's degrees at the University of
Virginia. Since moving to Millwood five years ago, he and his wife Candy have been active volunteers for
CCHA as well as many other local organizations.

Special Notes: CCHA Directors serve a term of three years. They are eligible to serve two consecutive three-year
terms. If you would like to nominate someone to the Board, please contact Jennifer at the office for the procedure and guidelines. Nominations must be received no later than November 30. Only CCHA members
having current membership as of October 31, 2010 are eligible to vote. Election results will be announced
during the annual meeting.
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MORE AUTUMN SCENES

16 local food & drink vendors kept everyone
well-fed and happy at HarvFest.
Laura Farris & Willy Steinmetz enjoying HarvFest. Willy’s band, Those
Three Guys, put on an excellent show.

Ann Lesman samples some of the treats provided by
The Battletown Inn on Patrons Night.

Thanks to Michael Hobert & Jim Avis for some of these photos!

The lovely Virginia Mitchell
never misses Art at the Mill!

Perfectly-attired volunteer Rachel Rodgers is ready to greet
artists at the Artists Reception on October 10.

Jimmie Harp leads the apple-pressing
production at the Mill on November 13.
About 50 gallons of cider were made!

The elegant and indefatigable Charles Burwell
enjoys the art on Patrons Night October 1.

Jinny Fox & Jan Pfeiffer
recently spun yarn on
an antique spinning
wheel found in the Mill
attic and beautifully
restored by Carl Maples.
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Name That Barn!
A defining feature of the Clarke County landscape is its many barns of all sizes, styles, and purposes.
Below are the only four surviving barns in Clarke County constructed of brick, all built between 1810 and 1870.
The first person to identify where these barns are located wins a copy of the Eugene Scheel map of Clarke County!
Call or e-mail Jennifer with your answers.

Photos except for top left taken by Bonnie Jacobs
and are in CCHA Archives.

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS EXPIRE DECEMBER 31. RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP TODAY!
Are You A Member? Has Your Membership Lapsed?
Please join us in preserving and celebrating the rich history of Clarke County.
Members receive our quarterly newsletter, free admission to the Burwell-Morgan Mill, free use of the CCHA library and
archives, 10% discount on all books published by CCHA, and notices of special events.

o NEW MEMBER
o RENEWAL

o Individual Membership—$25
o Family Membership—$50
o Corporate Membership—$100
o Life Membership—$500 (individual)

Name____________________________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone___________________ Work Phone___________________ E-mail________________
 I am already a member or do not wish to become one at this time, but please accept my donation of $______
to further CCHA’s efforts in the collection, preservation, and dissemination of Clarke County’s historical resources.
The Clarke County Historical Association is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Contributions are tax-deductible.

Fall 2010

Page 6

CALENDAR & CONTACTS
NOVEMBER 2010
25th—last day of grinding at the BurwellMorgan Mill for the season.
DECEMBER 2010
5th—Annual Membership Meeting, 3-5pm,
Grace Episcopal Social Hall, 110 N. Church
Street, Berryville

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Gem Bingol—Leesburg, VA
Bob & Sandy Calhoun—Berryville, VA
Helene Hatcher—Berryville, VA
John Matticks—Berryville, VA
Judith Pfeiffer—Front Royal, VA

Have a wonderful holiday season!

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jim Avis
John Bieschke
Joe Guenther
Michael Hobert
Jon Joyce
Geraldine Kiefer
John Lincoln

Carl Maples
J.C. Moore
E. Ralph Pierce
Steve Scott

MUSEUM & OFFICES
PO Box 306, 32 E. Main Street
Berryville, VA 22611
Phone: 540-955-2600
Fax: 540-955-0285

BOARD MEMBERS EMERITI
Donald Cady, Herman Lloyd, Suzanne
VISIT OUR WEBSITE!
McKown, Mary Shockey
www.clarkehistory.org
STAFF
*Museum and Archives will be open
Jennifer Lee, Executive Director
Tuesday—Saturday 11-4 or by appt.
Email: ccha@visuallink.com
Newsletter Writer, Editor, Photographer (except
Mary Thomason-Morris, Archivist
where noted) — Jennifer Lee
Email: archives@visuallink.com
Ann Finch, Admin. Assistant

Clarke County Historical Association
P.O. Box 306
Berryville, Virginia 22611

CCHA OFFICERS
Howard Means, President
Doug Bartley, Vice-President
Lucia Henderson, Treasurer
Maral Kalbian, Secretary
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