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PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE
Clarke County has witnessed war and peace, poverty and
prosperity, snowstorms and drought, and everything in between in the 175 years since it separated from Frederick
County in 1836. A mere 25 years after its founding, the War
Between the States caught Clarke County in its ideological
crosshairs. The County twice voted against secession from
the Union, but soon after the Virginia convention of delegates approved an ordinance of secession on April 7, 1861,
Clarke County officially became part of the Confederacy, and
its three volunteer military companies marched off to Harpers
Ferry to join Stonewall Jackson’s brigade.
This year marks the beginning of the 150th anniversary of
the Civil War. The state General Assembly formed the Virginia Sesquicentennial of the American Civil War Commission (www.virginiacivilwar.org) to create and promote appropriate programs and activities to commemorate the war and
has asked each county to establish its own committee. Such a
committee has formed in Clarke and is seeking input, artifacts and stories, and interested residents to contribute to
these efforts, which will be ongoing through 2014. Contact
Jennifer or Mary at the CCHA office or Bob Stieg, chairman
of the local committee, at bstieg@msn.com if you would like
to be involved or have something to contribute.

Old Chapel around 1890 with sexton Nathaniel Carter
standing in front. Sextons were responsible for the
maintenance of churches and surrounding graveyards.
The Confederate Monument can be seen in the graveyard.
Millwood resident Bob Holmes, a descendant of Nat
Carter, compiled a genealogy and history of the family
that can be found in the CCHA library.

The busy and festive summer season is upon us and with it several opportunities for fun and learning. These events
celebrate the history, culture, and community of Clarke County in various ways.
HarvFest—June 18, 11am-6pm at Clermont Farm, Berryville. This 3rd annual festival features history tours and demonstrations, agricultural exhibits, music, food, kids’ activities and fun for all on a beautiful working farm. www.harvfest.org.
Millwood Community Assoc. Annual Picnic—June 24th, 6pm, at the Burwell-Morgan Mill. A true old-fashioned community celebration complete with great food, music, and camaraderie. Bring a dish to share and enjoy a magical evening
in the Mill meadow.
Clermont Historians’ Forum—June 24th & 25th at Episcopal
Parish Hall, Berryville. Presentations and discussions on seven
themes significant to Clermont and Clarke County history. Visit
www.clermontfarm.org for details.
CCHA Volunteer Party—July 21, 5:30-7:30, at the BurwellMorgan Mill. The CCHA staff and Board will be serving up
grilled vittles and drinks to thank our amazing volunteers and welcome new folks to the crew. RSVP to ccha@visuallink.com.
Clarke County Heritage Day—November 5, 11am-5pm, at the
Burwell-Morgan Mill. Mark your calendar for this fall day celebrating the Mill and Clarke County’s 175th birthday. More
The Millwood Community Association’s Annual Picnic
details to come!

in the Mill meadow is always a great time!
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Honoring History and Historians
We are wonderfully endowed here in Clarke County with historical reminders. Greenway Court tells the story of the
earliest European settlement of the region. Our treasury of 18th- and early 19th-century churches — Bethel, Old Chapel, Salem Church, Stone’s Chapel, and Wickliffe, to name some of the most prominent — holds a two-century-old tale of how
religion and faith grew among us. CCHA’s own Burwell-Morgan Mill is a living, breathing history of area commerce and
trade, while our museum exhibit, “Our Land Is Our Legacy,” captures this rich historical tapestry in two brief, yet stunning
audiovisual presentations.
In this same vein, the great old estates of Clarke County are an on-going record of our social, cultural, and economic
life, including the slave system that helped support the homes and their plantations pre-Civil War. Some of these properties such as Long Branch, Clermont, Blandy, and Carter Hall are now protected by trusts or other non-profit enterprises.
Others are still in private hands, but public or private, each of these homes is an ancient album waiting to be read. Indeed,
on June 24 and 25, Clermont Farm will be sponsoring a “Historians’ Forum,” open to the public, that will explore how
agriculture, architecture, the role of women and African Americans, and military, legal, and public life all have woven their
way through the farm’s history, and how those stories should be used to help shape Clermont’s future. The goal is ambitious; the prospect, exciting. For more details, see www.clermontfarm.org.
But while we do much here to honor history — and to generously support its preservation — I worry that we pay insufficient homage to the historians who have done so much to unearth and decode the record for the rest of us to enjoy. I’m
not talking just about professional historians. I’m also thinking of the gifted amateurs among us, women and men for
whom historical research is an avocation — a second calling, in many cases, that they can’t resist. They also deserve great
credit and too often don’t receive it.
To remedy that situation, at least to some extent, we at CCHA have decided to launch a new honor. We’re not quite
sure what to call it. Historian Laureates? History Associates? Our goal is to recognize those among us who have helped in
significant ways to clarify and bring alive the long story of Clarke County. We will be inducting the first class of honorees
at our Annual Meeting this coming December. You can help by suggesting what title we might bestow and, most critically,
by nominating worthy candidates for consideration. Please send any and all suggestions to Jennifer Lee at 540.955.2600 or
via email (ccha@visuallink.com) or good, old-fashioned USPS snail mail (P.O. Box 306, Berryville, VA 22611).
-Howard Means, President
And thanks.

ON M Y PLATE
I don’t know who it was that coined the term “the more things change,
the more they stay the same” but it comes to mind often when I read excerpts
from old history books and turn the digital pages of today’s newspapers. History has a remarkable knack for repeating itself, perhaps not in the exact
same chord but certainly with a similar tune.
Our old trees bear silent witness, decade after decade, sometimes century
after century, to the cycles of life beneath and around them. The stories they
could tell! There are many extraordinary trees in Clarke County and we
would like to tell their story…...and we need your help.
We invite you to submit your candidates for the Landmark Trees of
Clarke County. There is no specific criteria—native, non-native, conifer or
deciduous—except that they must be accessible (viewable) by the general public. Blandy, of course, has many extraordinary trees, but think about ones
you pass on your walk or drive to work or in a town park. Include a photograph of the tree, its location, and any other information you would like to
share about it. A committee of “tree huggers” will choose the top 12 submissions, which we plan to feature in a calendar, poster, or notecards, available
by year’s end. Deadline for submissions is October 14.

-Jennifer Lee, Executive Director

One of the grand White Oaks at
Carter Hall in Millwood.
Let us know what & where your
favorite trees are in Clarke County.
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GRINDING

AWA Y A T T H E

MILL

The Burwell-Morgan Mill has been humming with activity this spring, from the chill days of March right through to the
warm and occasionally sunny days of May. Our volunteers have been busy most weekends cleaning up the grounds, storage
shed, attic, basement, mill race, and working areas of the Mill. Actual floor has been uncovered in areas where the existence
of floor was questionable! The workshop has been moved to the attic, freeing up display space in the basement; the basement has in turn been filled up with a variety of wonderful old tools and farm implements that had been languishing under
the rafters. The old lumber, general debris, and castoff parts of things whose original purpose or configuration is forgotten
have all been removed from around the outer walls of the shed and the Mill; two wonderful old buhr stones now lean
against the back wall of the Mill to greet visitors approaching from the west. New signs hail folks from the roadside, and
greet them as they enter. And enter they have! Our first weekend of grinding after the Art Show was a very busy one, with
respectable crowds on Friday and Sunday, and a constant stream of visitors on Saturday watching as we ground 250 pounds
of buckwheat and yellow corn to stock up the larder. And sales of our wonderful stone-ground grain during and since the
Show have been running at a great pace.
Several major projects are in the works at the Mill this spring. Art Show patrons saw (and praised!) the results of Phase I
of our lighting renovation on the first floor, which not only showed all of the art to much better advantage, but also has the
flexibility to showcase the working areas of the mill in a softer ambient light for the rest of the year. Repair of a major supporting post, which had slowly deteriorated from exposure to water over the years, is largely completed. And work starts
shortly on repair of the west foundation wall, which has been subject to torrents of water assaulting it from runoff for many
years. That work will correct drainage problems as well as ensuring the stability of the foundation and will provide a handsome new threshold for our visitors to cross.
So, if you haven't visited the Mill in even a little while, come by and see all the changes our volunteers have wrought!
And don't forget to contribute to the Mill Campaign, to help keep the progress proceeding apace!

-Don Wallace, Mill Manager

SPRING ART SHOW WOWS AGAIN
The combination of superb art, eager patrons, exceptional volunteers and the unparalleled venue of the Burwell-Morgan Mill resulted in the best sales Art at the Mill has
had since spring of 2008. Despite wet and chilly weather, Patrons Night was abuzz with
buying, new and familiar faces, and fine food and drink, and the strong sales continued
throughout the show. The photo to the right demonstrates the incredible diversity of
the over 1,100 pieces displayed during the show.
Huge thanks to Snow Fielding, Candy Means, Janet Bechamps, Romy Walker, Don
Wallace, and so many others who give SO much to this effort. And we do have fun,
don’t we? A special thank-you to Vaughn Clatterbuck who made us a beautiful new
display cabinet and several display pedestals of various sizes. I hope all will join us for
our Volunteer Party on July 21!

Are You A Member? Has Your Membership Lapsed?
Please join us in preserving and celebrating the rich history of Clarke County.
Members receive our quarterly newsletter, free admission to the Burwell-Morgan Mill, free use of the CCHA library and
archives, 10% discount on all books published by CCHA, and notices of special events.

o NEW MEMBER
o RENEWAL

o Individual Membership—$25
o Family Membership—$50
o Corporate Membership—$100

Name____________________________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone___________________ Work Phone___________________ E-mail________________
 I am already a member or do not wish to become one at this time, but please accept my donation of $______
to further CCHA’s efforts in the collection, preservation, and dissemination of Clarke County’s historical resources.
The Clarke County Historical Association is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Contributions are tax-deductible.
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CALENDAR & CONTACTS
JUNE
18th—HarvFest at Clermont Farm—farming, food,
and fun for the family, 11-5
24th—Millwood Community Assoc. Annual Picnic
Burwell-Morgan Mill, 6pm
24-25—Historians’ Forum at Clermont Farm
JULY
21st—CCHA Volunteer Party at the Mill
The Burwell-Morgan Mill grinds every Saturday,
10—5 and is open for tours Fridays & Sundays,
12-5, throughout the summer.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jim Avis
Joe Guenther
Michael Hobert
Jon Joyce
Geraldine Kiefer
John Lincoln
Carl Maples
J.C. Moore

Dale Gianturco—Falls Church
Bruce Gilbert—Springfield
Laura Henderson—Linden
Pembroke Dorsey Hutchinson—Winchester
Geri & Donald Rivers—Millwood
Don’t forget to keep tabs on our new, improved, and up‐
dated website! New content, a calendar of events, on‐line
shopping, downloadable publications, links to valuable re‐
sources, and the complete catalog of our archives.

www.clarkehistory.org

MUSEUM & OFFICES
PO Box 306, 32 E. Main Street
Berryville, VA 22611
Phone: 540-955-2600
BOARD MEMBERS EMERITI
Donald Cady, Herman Lloyd, Suzanne Fax: 540-955-0285
McKown, Mary Shockey
VISIT OUR WEBSITE!
STAFF
www.clarkehistory.org
Jennifer Lee, Executive Director
*Museum and Archives will be open
Email: ccha@visuallink.com
Tuesday—Saturday 11-4 or by appt.
Mary Thomason-Morris, Archivist
Newsletter Writer, Editor, Photographer (except
Email: archives@visuallink.com
where noted) — Jennifer Lee
Don Wallace, Mill Manager
Ann Finch, Administrative Asst.
E. Ralph Pierce
Steve Scott
Don Wallace

Clarke County Historical Association
P.O. Box 306
Berryville, Virginia 22611

CCHA OFFICERS
Howard Means, President
Doug Bartley, Vice-President
Lucia Henderson, Treasurer
Maral Kalbian, Secretary

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
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