SPRING 2012

NEWS AND NOTES
OF THE

Clarke County Historical Association
A RT S ALES F UND S CHOLARSHIP , G RANT , & H ISTORY !
The Spring 2012 showing of Art at the Mill got off to a rollicking start on Patrons Night with the sale of Belinda Sillars’ bronze sculpture (left), Invisible
Thread. This sale marked a record purchase price of $22,000, and we are most
grateful to the artist and purchaser as thirty percent of all sales at the show go to
our art scholarship and grant fund (2%) and to the operations of the Mill and
Museum (28%).
Our spring showing concluded on May 13, and as of the writing of this newsletter, we were on track to have another very successful sale. Over 50 new artists
joined 250 veterans to contribute to what attendees have said is one of our finest
displays of art in the history of the show. (42 shows and counting!)
As always, the show would not be possible without the incredible work of many volunteers who do everything from
hang and help sell the art to decorate the Mill to clean the bathrooms! Art at the Mill is truly a community event that celebrates creativity, camaraderie, and the spirit of generosity. Immense thanks to all who make it happen.
Since 2004, CCHA has awarded $33,750 in scholarship money to Clarke County students through
the Sarah P. Trumbower Memorial Scholarship fund. The $5,000 scholarship was established to assist
a Clarke County senior pursuing a fine arts degree at the university level, and nine students have thus
far received this award.
The scholarship selection committee unanimously chose Ben Cochran as the 2012 recipient for his
highly skilled artistic prowess as well as an exemplary academic record. Mr. Cochran carries a 4.3
grade point average and is a member of the National Honors Society, Cross Country, Track, and
Debate teams, as well as an IB diploma recipient. He is the son of James and Patricia Cochran of
Berryville.
Ben will be attending Virginia Commonwealth University’s School of Art this fall where he plans to
major in the Fine Arts in preparation for a career in illustration. Congratulations and best of luck to Ben!

Students working on a fused glass
creation at Opus Oaks

Due to the success of our semi-annual art shows and the balance in our scholarship fund, this year we were able to establish the Trumbower Arts Grant, available
to an art educator, non-profit group, or artist doing a community service project in
Clarke County. This $1,000 annual grant may be used for materials, educational
purposes, and outreach.
The first recipient of this grant is Opus Oaks, An Art Place, located near Berryville. Directed by Gale Bowman-Harlow and with the support of many local citizens, artists, students, and instructors, Opus Oaks has offered programs to hundred
of children and adults since 1999.
The grant will be used to offer six scholarships to eligible students age 5 to 18 to
attend Opus Oaks’ summer camp and workshop program. According to Ms. Bowman-Harlow, “Classes and camps are taught in a wide range of art mediums and
designed to promote problem solving, visual and kinetic learning styles, and active
involvement in self-discovery. The studio also provides a place to hang out for creative young people.”
We are pleased to share the support of the arts in this community with such a
deserving organization as Opus Oaks.
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
If this were a different kind of publication, the headline for this President’s Letter might read “Hippie Gardener
Chick Is a Bird-Brain!” Instead, I’ll simply repeat what many of you already know. Our Executive Director, Jennifer Lee,
will be leaving us at the end of this month.
Jen was, by her own description, a “hippie gardener chick” when then-CCHA president Don Cady recruited her
for the newly created position of executive director. Now, seven years later and clearly with birds on her brain, Jen is preparing to take over another newly created and equally challenging job: Director of the Blue Ridge Wildlife Center, the
wildlife-rescue operation that Belinda Burwell began on a shoe-string in 2004 and is now
readying for a major expansion.
In her seven years with CCHA, Jen has prepared board members for 30 regular
meetings and several specially called ones when temperatures were definitely rising. She
has arranged with great grace seven annual meetings and something on the order of 70
gatherings of the Operations Committee, as well as writing, editing, and distributing 28
editions of the newsletter you are now reading. And of course, she has been central to
the success of 15 Art at the Mill shows, including the highly successful one just completed. But that’s only her CCHA career by the numbers.
Jennifer Lee at one of the past 15
We added a state-of-the-art museum under her watch, staged a still-thriving
Patrons Nights of Art at the Mill.
Capital Campaign for vital mill repairs, launched our new Heritage Day annual fall
event, and broadened our purview to include alliances with the Civil War Sesquicentennial Committee, the effort to save
and restore Lord Fairfax’s compound at Greenway Court, and other good and just causes. Recently, we also awarded the
first Trumbower Arts Grant in addition to the scholarships we have long given to deserving local high-schoolers to help
further their college education in the fine arts.
We’ll miss Jen immensely, but she leaves great accomplishment in her wake and is headed to a mission close to her
heart. Please join all of us on the board in thanking her and wishing her well. In the meantime, we expect to have a new
director to introduce in the next newsletter!
-Howard Means, President

ON M Y PLATE
Thanks to local media outlets and plenty going on here at CCHA, we’ve been receiving a lot of press exposure of late!
Stories have appeared in The Winchester Star, Clarke Daily News, TV3 Winchester, and multiple newsletters and websites
on our Clarke County Landmark Tree project, Art at the Mill, our scholarship and grant winners, our contribution to the
photography display at the Clarke County Join Government Center, and operations at the Burwell-Morgan Mill. It’s often
surprising how we can easily overlook the gems in our own backyards, so hopefully this coverage will help people discover
all we have to offer here in Clarke County.
I am happy to report that dialogue has begun on ways CCHA can work with Clarke County schools to engage students
in their local history. Boyce Elementary School principal Susan Catlett met with CCHA Board Member Dev Morrison,
Snow Fielding, and me to identify potential programs, contests, and community field trips that would be both informative
and inspiring to students. As well, new Powhatan Headmaster Susan Scarborough has expressed a keen interest in her students exploring and participating further in their local community, to include the Mill. We hope this is a fruitful beginning to a long and rewarding relationship with our young people. Anyone interested in participating in these efforts is
strongly encouraged to contact us!
Finally… this column isn’t long enough for me to express the deep gratitude and regard I have for this organization; its
leadership, volunteers, and donors; its mission; and the invaluable service it provides to the county I have called home for
most of my life. Back in 2005, then-president Don Cady and the Board took a leap of faith by hiring a relatively inexperienced, softly educated former gardener to help lead CCHA, and over the past seven years, we have all grown together. I
have learned so much, met so many incredible people, and have been instilled with a sense of place and belonging that is
profound. If I have passed that on to any of you in any small way through my efforts here, I feel I’ve accomplished something. I’m not going far and could never imagine not being a part of this organization and community, so I’ll be seeing you
all soon and often. Thank you so much for my wonderful experience here.
-Jennifer Lee, Executive Director
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
WHAT’S THAT ARTIFACT?
CCHA Volunteer Stacey Graham has been poking around in the
Museum’s artifacts room and discovered these interesting items that certainly
speak of days gone by. Thanks to Stacey for these write-ups!
Fencepost carving
"There is Jackson standing like a stone wall."
Singularly carved from the top of an oak fencepost near which Brigadier General Barnard Bee described Brigadier General Thomas Jackson
during the First Battle of Bull Run in July 1861 — Bee would be fatally
wounded during the fighting — this artifact is an outstanding piece of
workmanship. Sculpted by Peter Mayo directly after the battle, at camp
in Manassas, the object houses three balls to move freely within its two
chambers. (Donated by Belinda Burwell)
Shot flask
This 19th-century leather and brass pear-shaped shot flask embossed
with a hunting dog at the ready makes quite a rattle as the flask is still
Carving from a fencepost during full of round shot. The thumb-latch on the barrel allocates one shot at a
time and differentiates between the two sizes held within. (Donated by
the Civil War, 1861
William C. King)
Syllabub whisk
Backscratcher? Aerator? Leftover garden trimming?
This sturdy piece of birch was a handy kitchen tool used for making
the popular dessert “syllabub” - a mixture of milk added to wine, verjuice, or cider. As the milk curdled, the cream was removed and the
whey whipped with the birch whisk to make foam that hardened overnight. The dessert was served the following day in a spouted glass with a
bottom layer of wine topped with the confection. Here’s the recipe:
"Take one Quart of Cream, one Pint and a half of Wine or Sack, the
Syllabub whisk
Juice of two Lemons with some of the Pill, and a Branch of Rosemary,
sweeten it very well, then put a little of this Liquor, and a little of the Cream
into a Basin, beat them till it froth, put that Froth into the Sillibub pot, and so
do till the Cream and Wine be done, then cover it close, and set it in a cool
19th-century shot flask
Cellar for twelve hours, then eat it." From Hannah Wooley, The Queen-like
Closet (London:1674) (Donated by Sally Trumbower)
Are You a Member? Has Your Membership Lapsed?
Please join us in preserving and celebrating the rich history of Clarke County.
Members receive our quarterly newsletter, free admission to the Burwell-Morgan Mill, free use of the CCHA library and
archives, 10% discount on all books published by CCHA, and notices of special events.

o NEW MEMBER
o RENEWAL

o Individual Membership—$25
o Family Membership—$50
o Corporate Membership—$100

Name____________________________________________________________________________
Address__________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone___________________ Work Phone___________________ E-mail________________
 I am already a member or do not wish to become one at this time, but please accept my donation of $______
to further CCHA’s efforts in the collection, preservation, and dissemination of Clarke County’s historical resources.
The Clarke County Historical Association is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Contributions are tax-deductible.
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CALENDAR & CONTACTS
MAY
19th— Grinding season begins at the Mill!
JUNE
23rd—Millwood Community Annual Picnic
AUGUST
4th—Mosby Heritage Area Association Program at the Mill,
5:30-10pm
The Burwell-Morgan Mill is open Fridays & Sundays 12-5
and Saturdays (grinding day) 10-5, May to November.
CCHA OFFICERS
Howard Means, President
Doug Bartley, Vice-President
Lucia Henderson, Treasurer
Maral Kalbian, Secretary
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Joe Guenther
Jon Joyce
Geraldine Kiefer
Jim Klenkar
John Lincoln
Carl Maples
J.C. Moore
Dev Morrison

E. Ralph Pierce
Will Robinson
Don Wallace

SAVE THE DATE!

Clarke County Heritage Day at the Mill
Saturday, November 3, 11am-4pm
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Scout Sullivan-Fielding Vienna, VA
Mitch Franklin—Martinsburg, WV
HISTORIANS LAUREATE
Matthew Mackay-Smith, Don & Mary
Royston, Nancy Talley (deceased)

BOARD MEMBERS EMERITI
MUSEUM & OFFICES
Donald Cady, Herman Lloyd, Suzanne
PO Box 306, 32 E. Main Street
McKown, Mary Shockey
Berryville, VA 22611
Phone: 540-955-2600
STAFF
Jennifer Lee, Executive Director
VISIT OUR WEBSITE!
Email: director@clarkehistory.org
Mary Thomason-Morris, Archivist
www.clarkehistory.org
Email: archives@clarkehistory.org
*Museum is open Tuesday—Saturday 11-4.
Don Wallace, Mill Manager
Newsletter Writer, Editor, Photographer (except
Ann Finch, Admin. Assistant
where noted) — Jennifer Lee
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