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By Guest Contributor Simon B. McKay
Much controversy exists about the exact age and
function of the original buildings at Lord Fairfax’s Greenway Court in White Post. Did George Washington actually
use the stone land office when he was a surveyor for Fairfax in the 1740s? Was the squared log outbuilding really a
powder magazine and blockhouse used by Lord Fairfax to
repulse Indian attacks?
These two legends made their appearance in written form as early as the mid-19th century and soon became
accepted history. A 1907 New York Times article describes the land office as “put up as the office and living
room for George Washington” and the log outbuilding as
“an old blockhouse that was of old used as a place of refuge from the Indians...and to gain entry it was necessary
to climb a ladder and drop through a trap in the roof. In
modern times a door has been cut so that the old block
house may serve [as a smokehouse].”
The first of the legends — the one linking a young
George Washington with the Greenway Court land office
— was called into question by written evidence. An October 1761 letter from George William Fairfax to George
Washington — first referenced in Stuart E. Brown’s 1965
book Virginia Baron: The Story of Thomas 6th Lord Fairfax — mentions “that an office is being built at Greenway
Court and that Lord Fairfax removes this month.” This
clearly suggests that the land office would not have been
standing during Washington’s tenure as a surveyor in
1748.
The smokehouse legend was more elusive. Physical examinations of the log outbuilding by architectural
historian (and CCHA board secretary) Maral S. Kalbian,
Mt. Vernon’s Dennis Pogue, and other experts yielded no
compelling evidence that the log structure had been used
as anything other than a smokehouse.

“Dendrochronologists compare the pattern of growth
rings in an undated sample of
wood to the sequence of
growth rings in a wood sample
of known age.”
It took science, in the form of testing by
England’s Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory,
to finally set the record straight on both structures. Dendrochronologists compare the pattern
of growth rings in an undated sample of wood to
the sequence of growth rings in a wood sample of
known age. Due to changes in climate, growth
rings from different seasons vary in width, and it
is the placement of an undated sample within the
progression of yearly growth rings of the dated
sample that tells the actual age. Dr. Daniel Miles,
of the Oxford lab, gathered core samples from the
two buildings at Greenway Court over a two-day
period, with the help of Kalbian and Bob Stieg,
then president of the local chapter of Preservation
Virginia and committee member of the Friends of
Greenway Court, who were sponsoring the work.
……….CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Pictured: Greenway Court stone land office (top) and smokehouse (bottom),
CCHA, 1985.00150.050 and 1985.00150.051
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L E T T E R F RO M T H E P R E S I D E N T
Just about a year ago, CCHA got a query from Ed Leonard. Ed is best known locally as the founder,
publisher, editor, and chief photographer (and bottle washer) of the online Clarke Daily News. But Ed also
serves as Sustainability Officer of Holy Cross Abbey, and it was on the Abbey’s behalf that he contacted us. His
question: Would the Clarke County Historical Association be interested in becoming the repository of the extensive collections of Civil War and ancient Indian artifacts assembled over four decades by Brother James
Sommers?
Our reaction was simple: Would we ever! As a Trappist monk, Brother James kept his thoughts on
high, but he clearly had his eyes on the ground as he rambled over the Abbey’s 1,200 acres. And he had an uncanny knack for spotting millennia-old arrowheads and spear points, along with the remnants of the July
1864 Battle of Cool Spring, which raged over the four farms that then occupied the Abbey property: Cool
Spring, Waterloo, Wynkoop, and Westwood.
What’s more, a compelling need was involved.
Brother James was in a nursing facility at the time
and would die a few months later, on December 4, at
age 89, after a rich life that included service as an
Army Infantryman in the European theater during
World War II. His collections no longer had any real
caretaker, and they were displayed in a highly insecure setting at the Abbey. (Sadly, a number of his Civil
War pieces had gone missing in recent years.) What is
a county historical society for if not to help preserve
such a valuable record of our past?
Not that there weren’t complications. The Ab-

The mangled shapes of fired bullets from Brother James’ Civil
War artifact collection attest to his keen eye. These bullets form
only a small part of the collection now awaiting preservation,
cataloging, and display at the Museum.

bey initially wanted CCHA to take the artifacts on “permanent loan” — a paradoxical condition and one that
our own collections policy doesn’t allow for. Negotiations ensued over many months, all in good faith since
everyone’s intention was to preserve Brother James’s legacy and keep it in the county. Finally, just last month,
the deal was done, and Doug Bartley, our board expert on all things museum related, could begin transferring
the collections to our custody and care.
Now, we face a new challenge: how to make these wonderful artifacts (imagine two bullets colliding in
mid-air!) accessible to the public. And that, in turn, has led us to another challenge: how to reconfigure our
space on Main Street in Berryville so that we can do a better job of mounting temporary shows and displaying
our permanent collection. More on those issues soon. In the meantime, if you have any suggestions, please
send them on to our director, Laura Christiansen, another new CCHA treasure.
- Howard Means, President
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CCHA WELCOMES A NEW DIRECTOR
In June, Laura Christiansen joined the
Clarke County Historical Association as Director, filling the position formerly held by Jennifer Lee, who left the Association in May and is
now Executive Director of the Blue Ridge Wildlife Center. Laura moved to the area in October, with her husband, John, who accepted a
position as Executive Director of the Cedar
Creek Battlefield Foundation. Since relocating
from Norfolk, Laura balanced two-part-time
jobs – one as Public Relations and Development Officer of the Handley Regional Library
in Winchester and one as Reference and Photograph Archivist at the Thomas Balch Library in Leesburg. “I loved both
jobs, but felt like I spent most of my time in the car, driving between
them.” Laura was excited when she saw the advertisement for the fulltime Director position “This was a really good step in the direction I
wanted to go in my career, and a good match for my background.”
Before moving to this area, Laura served as Head Librarian of the
Jean Outland Chrysler Library at the Chrysler Museum of Art in Norfolk,
Virginia, for six years. She has also worked as archivist of the South
Carolina Historical Association in Charleston, South Carolina. Laura has
pursued a career that combines her love of history and art. She holds
Bachelor’s Degrees from Berry College in History and Art History and
Master’s Degrees in Public History and Library Science from the University of South Carolina. Laura also studied painting conservation in Florence, Italy, before deciding to pursue a career in museums and archives.
Laura started work as Director on June 18. “I’m excited to get up
to speed and get to work. I think this job is a great fit for my experience
and interests, and I’m really enjoying my work so far – the CCHA museum and archives have unbelievably rich collections, and the BurwellMorgan Mill is a treasure.” In her new role, Laura will supervise day-today operations of the Clarke County Historical Association including the
Museum, Archives, and Library located on East Main Street in Berryville
and the Burwell-Morgan Mill in Millwood. In addition, she will be responsible for planning and coordinating outreach events and programs
for the Association.
[Portions of this article have been excerpted from a Winchester Star , July 21, 2012
article by Laura McFarland.]

SPECIAL THANKS ARE DUE
Who kept CCHA humming along this summer
while the new Director learned the ropes? Many
thanks are due to the two ladies right:
Administrative Assistant Ann Finch and Interim
Administrator Judith Willets. Their hard work
made sure that the lights stayed on, the doors to
the Museum stayed open (on Tuesday and
Wednesday) and Fall Art Show entries were
processed as needed. CCHA will bid a fond
farewell to both Ann and Judy at the end of the
summer, but their dedication won’t soon be

forgotten. Thanks!

From the Director’s Desk
Hello! I’m very excited to be hard
at work on this, my first issue of
News and Notes, and thought I’d say
a few words of introduction here. So,
why, you may be asking, am I so excited to be working at the Clarke
County Historical Association? I’m
excited because a lot of the choices
I’ve made in the past have led me
here. A while back, when I decided
where I wanted to go to college to
pursue what would surely turn out to
be a lucrative career in the liberal
arts, I selected Berry College in
Rome, GA. Berry College is an unusual Progressive Era institution
where students could still (at the time
I went) work their way through college in campus jobs in lieu of or for
reduced tuition. Berry seeks to teach
its students that “It is better to serve
unto than to be served” (as the school
motto goes). Although at the time, it
seemed quaint and antiquated, more
than anything else I learned at Berry,
this motto has been a guide. In my
career since then, studying in other
countries, working at archives, libraries and museum, it’s followed me.
Today, I feel strongly that history
is about service. At historical sites
and in archives and museums, we
serve the past, the present, and the
future. Historians, archivists, and
curators locate and identify the artifacts and documents of the past, help
them speak to the present, and preserve them for the future. This is why
I’m excited to be here at the CCHA.
History has taken me to exciting and
interesting places in the past, and this
is certainly one of them. So, I’m here
to serve Clarke County past, present,
and future – and that includes you. I
look forward to meeting you at one of
the upcoming CCHA events, or if
you’re in the neighborhood, stop by
the Museum and say hello.
- Laura Christiansen
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Howard Means, President

Donald Cady

Herman Lloyd

SEPTEMBER 2012

Doug Bartley, Vice-President

Suzanne McKown

Mary Shockey

Lucia Henderson, Treasurer

STAFF

14 & 16 - Check-in art for the fall art
show, Burwell-Morgan Mill,

Maral Kalbian, Secretary

Laura Christiansen, Director

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Carl Maples

John Lincoln

Joe Guenther

J.C. Moore

Jon Joyce

Norman Morrison

Geraldine Kiefer

E. Ralph Pierce

James Klenkar

Will Robinson

Don Wallace

SAVE THE DATE!

10am—5pm

email: director@clarkehistory.org
phone: 540-955-2600

OCTOBER 2012

Mary Thomason-Morris, Archivist
email: archives@clarkehistory.org
phone: 540-955-2600
email: bmmill@clarkehistory.org
Judith Willets, Admin. Assistant

5 -Patrons Night at the Mill,
6—8:30 p.m.
6-21 - Fall showing of Art at the Mill

Don Wallace, Mill Manager
phone: 540-837-1799

29 - Smithsonian Museum Day

NOVEMBER 2012
3 - Heritage Day at the Mill
11 a.m.-4 pm
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FROM

OUR

COLLECTIONS…

The Art of Historical Detection
In July, Mary Thomason-Morris
added the photograph at left to the archives collections. Donated by Jeral A.
Milton of Charles Town, WV, this image
of the Berryville Fairgrounds not only
shows the stands packed with happy spectators, but gives us a glimpse of fun times
many years ago. Like many photos in our
collections, however, this one is not dated.
The photograph is attributed to Jeral’s
grandmother Carlotta “Dice” Gruber Milton, but no indication of the date or event
is given. Using clever historical detection,
Mary was able narrow down the date.

How? The hairstyles and clothes offered a few clues setting the time period between 1900 and 1925. Mary zeroed in
on the car as the key to the mystery. Identifying the make and
model of the car proved difficult. Mary noticed a sign on the
back of the car and was able to make out “Mountain State
Fair.” Then she noticed the license plate—white with dark writing. Aha! A quick check of historical license plates from this
area reveals one good candidate— a 1910 plate from West Virginia. Put it all together and we can date this photo to 19101911.

G R E E N WA Y C O U R T C O N T I N U E D
The results of the dendrochronology surprised many.
The dating of the timbers in the smokehouse has refuted the theory that the present-day door was added later, as the doorposts
are the same age as the rest of the structure. The roof timbers
were also shown to be original and had not been altered by the
removal of a trap door. The results showed that all the timbers
had been felled in late 1797 and early 1798, more than 15 years
after Lord Fairfax’s death, and well after hostile Indians roamed
the region. Meanwhile, the ten samples taken from the land office all dated from the winter 1754 to winter 1761, well after the
time George Washington was in Fairfax’s employ, and dovetailing nicely with the 1761 letter earlier referenced.
Although science has now proven that the legend surrounding the buildings at Greenway Court is just that — legend —
the structures are still significant in their own right. Not only is
the stone land office a rare building type and a fairly intact mid18th-century structure; it has great historical significance as the
center of land distribution for much of the western settlement of
Virginia that was part of Fairfax’ s Northern Neck Proprietary.
This, along with the association with Lord Fairfax himself, makes
it one of the Commonwealth’s leading landmarks. The smokehouse is significant because of its exotic architectural form including a conical roof with deeply overhanging eaves. The unusual construction technique employed — square logs notched
into vertical corner posts— is also rare, and the building’s survival as a late-18th-century domestic outbuilding makes it well
worthy of preservation.

A N IN V I TATI O N
On Saturday, September 29, the CCHA
Museum in Berryville will participate in the
2012 Smithsonian Museum Day Live! Each
year, Smithsonian magazine hosts Museum
Day Live! Inviting museums to open their
doors, free of charge, to anyone with a Museum day ticket. The CCHA museum is free
every day, but we are still participating in the
event by hosting a museum open house—stop
by, bring a friend, and see the museum. We’ll
have a fun family activity and offer the opportunity to see unique items from our collections. The best part? You can save your Museum Day Live ticket to use at another participating museum in the area. See you on Museum Day!
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MILL WORKS
If you’ve been by the Burwell-Morgan Mill this summer, you
know that it’s been a busy place! In July, work on all twenty-two windows in the Mill was completed by Country Carpentry of Millwood. The
windows were re-glazed; the frames were repaired and stained. In August, much needed new copper gutters were installed outside. Both projects were funded by donations to the Campaign for the Mill, and go a
long way to help preserve the functionality and stability of the building.
With twenty-two gleaming windows and a roof lined with bright gleaming copper gutters, the Mill is looking great too! Thank you to all of our
campaign donors who helped make this possible. Projects still to be completed include the stabilization of plaster on the first floor of the Mill and
the completion of a new and improved lighting system.
Exciting things have been happening inside the Mill as well. In
July, Don Wallace, Mill Manager announced the installation of a hopperboy in the basement of the Mill. What, you may ask, is a “hopper-boy?”
Originated by Oliver Evans, the hopper-boy is a revolving rake, spreader
and cooler, used in drying and cooling flour and meal. Evan’s hopperboy was a mechanical innovation, able to much more efficiently and effectively complete the task of raking out newly milled flour – a job formerly given to young boys, hence the name. The hopper-boy now on display at the Mill is not complete, but offers insight into the scale and mechanics of this important step in the evolution mill machinery.

Above: Design for a hopper-boy from
Oliver Evans’ The Young Mill-wright and
Millers' Guide. A partial hopper-boy is
now on view at the Burwell Morgan Mill.
Below: Richard Gillespie of the Mosby
Heritage Association holds the crowd’s
attention at an August 4 program at the

The Mill also played host on several occasions this summer. In
June, Bike Walk Virginia participants stopped at the Mill in droves. On
August 4, around forty people took part in Cavaliers, Courage and Coffee, a program hosted by the Mosby Heritage Association. This entertaining and interesting program featured first-person interpretation of life in
Clarke County during the American Civil War, presented by the Grey
Ghost Interpretive Group.
One last thing—Do you have a delicious recipe using the BurwellMorgan Mill’s cornmeal, grits, or flour? Share them with us at director@clarkehistory.org .

C O M I N G U P AT T H E M I L L . . .
2012 Fall Art at the Mill : October 6-21

Volunteers are needed for both events—join in
the fun and help out at the same time!
To volunteer call 955-2600 or email

Soon Mill walls will transform into galleries. More than 1,200 works were entered this
fall, and many new artists will join us for this first 2012 Heritage Day: November 3
time this show.
Fun for the whole family! Join us at the
Patrons Night , October 5 from 6 to 8:30 Mill on Nov. 3 11-4 for food, fun, and history!
is your chance to preview the show and have the Historical craft demonstrations, Revolutionary
first opportunity to buy! Not on our Patrons
War soldiers, 18th-century cooking demonstraNight list? Please call the office at 540.955.2600. tions, and much, much more!

